Background: Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death among Brazilian women, particularly those from north and northeast region. The Framingham risk score (FRS) is a currently tool to identify women at increased risk for cardiovascular disease and determine appropriate primary prevention therapy. However, there are several clinical limitations for its use. The main purpose of the present study was to evaluate the prevalence of carotid atherosclerosis by carotid ultrasound in a population of peri-and post-menopausal women with low and very low risk of events according to the FRS.
